TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
ETHICS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2015
TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM

Minutes


Present:  Chairman Whitney Fielding, Vice Chairman James Valad, Kurt Comisky, Mary Ann Meehl and Allison Mohler

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance
Chairman Fielding called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

A motion was made by Mr. Valad, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to seat alternate Allison Mohler.  Voted (4-0)

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by Ms. Mohler, seconded by Mr. Comisky, to approve the minutes of the Ethics Commission meeting of September 16, 2015.  Voted (4-0-1) Mr. Valad abstained as he was not present at the meeting. 

Chairman’s Communications
Mr. Fielding reviewed an anonymous correspondence received on October 19th related to Town Council members receiving payments while in office.  The members reviewed the correspondence but will put it on the next meeting agenda for continued discussion to determine whether an advisory opinion should be made or recommendations for changes to the Code of Conduct.

Election of Vice Chairman
A motion was made by Mr. Valad, seconded by Ms. Meehl, to nominate Mr. Comisky as Vice Chairman.  Voted (5-0)

Discussion of Ethics Complaint Filing Process
The Commission continued a discussion from the last meeting regarding allowing anonymous complaints to be filed.  Any information provided in an anonymous complaint would need to be researched as there would be no way to ask questions to see if a complaint should be brought forth or if an opinion should be filed by the Commission.  It appears most towns do not allow anonymous complaints. Questions will be asked of the Town Attorney including his opinion on anonymous complaints, whether they need to be on the official form, confidentiality issues and correspondence received and whether it should be handled as a complaint.

Review & Discussion of Ethics Ordinance
The Commission members feel the revisions to the recusal policy are contradictory.  This item will be discussed at a future meeting.

The November meeting will be cancelled.  The next meeting will be held on December 16, 2015.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Comisky, seconded by Mr. Valad, to adjourn the meeting at 8:00.  Voted (5-0)

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recording Secretary
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